§665.31

§665.31 Framework adjustments to
management measures.

(a) Introduction. Adjustments in man-
agement measures may be made
through rulemaking if new information
demonstrates that there are biological,
social, or economic concerns in the
fishery. The following framework proc-
ess authorizes the implementation of
measures that may affect the operation
of the fisheries, gear, harvest guide-
lines, or changes in catch and/or effort.

(b) Annual report. By June 30 of each
year, the Council-appointed Pelagics
Plan Team will prepare an annual re-
port on the fisheries in the manage-
ment area. The report shall contain,
among other things, recommendations
for Council action and an assessment of
the urgency and effects of such ac-
tion(s).

(c) Procedure for established measures.
(1) Established measures are manage-
ment measures that, at some time,
have been included in regulations im-
plementing the FMP, and for which the
impacts have been evaluated in Coun-
cil/NMFS documents in the context of
current conditions.

(2) Following the framework proce-
dures of Amendment 7 to the Pelagics
FMP, the Council may recommend to
the Regional Administrator that estab-
lished measures be modified, removed,
or re-instituted. Such recommendation
shall include supporting rationale and
analysis, and shall be made after ad-
vance public notice, public discussion,
and consideration of public comment.
NMFS may implement the Council’s
recommendation by rulemaking if ap-
proved by the Regional Administrator.

(d) Procedure for mew measures. (1)
New measures are management meas-
ures that have not been included in
regulations implementing the FMP, or
for which the impacts have not been
evaluated in Council/NMFS documents
in the context of current conditions.

(2) Following the framework proce-
dures of Amendment 7 to the Pelagics
FMP, the Council will publicize, in-
cluding by FEDERAL REGISTER notice,
and solicit public comment on, any
proposed new management measure.
After a Council meeting at which the
measure is discussed, the Council will
consider recommendations and prepare
a FEDERAL REGISTER notice summa-
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rizing the Council’s deliberations, ra-
tionale, and analysis for the preferred
action, and the time and place for any
subsequent Council meeting(s) to con-
sider the new measure. At subsequent
public meeting(s), the Council will con-
sider public comments and other infor-
mation received to make a rec-
ommendation to the Regional Adminis-
trator about any new measure. NMFS
may implement the Council’s rec-
ommendation by rulemaking if ap-
proved by the Regional Administrator.

§665.32 Sea turtle take mitigation
measures.

(a) Possession and use of required miti-
gation gear. The gear required in para-
graph (a) of this section must be used
according to the sea turtle handling re-
quirements set forth in paragraph (b)
of this section.

(1) Hawaii longline limited access per-
mits. Any owner or operator of a vessel
registered for use under a Hawaii
longline limited access permit must
carry aboard the vessel line clippers
meeting the minimum design standards
specified in paragraph (a)(b) of this sec-
tion, dip nets meeting the minimum
design standards specified in paragraph
(a)(6) of this section, and dehookers
meeting the minimum design and per-
formance standards specified in para-
graph (a)(4) of this section.

(2) Other longline wvessels with
freeboards of more than 3 ft (0.91m). Any
owner or operator of a longline vessel
with a permit issued under §665.21
other than a Hawaii limited access
longline permit and that has a
freeboard of more than 3 ft (0.91 m)
must carry aboard the vessel line clip-
pers meeting the minimum design
standards specified in paragraph (a)(5)
of this section, dip nets meeting the
minimum design standards specified in
paragraph (a)(6) of this section, and
dehookers meeting ths minimum de-
sign and performance standards speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(7) of this section.

(3) Other longline wvessels with
freeboards of 3 ft (0.91 m) or less. Any
owner or operator of a longline vessel
with a permit issued under §665.21
other than a Hawaii limited access
longline permit and that has a
freeboard of 3 ft (0.91 m) or less must
carry aboard their vessels line clippers
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